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COLORADO SENATE 


Data off 

Facebook 
gave GOP 
big boost 


State Republicans won a 
crucial majority by paying 
a firm to obtain private 
information on millions. 


By John Frank 
and Mark K. Matthews 
The Denver Post 


The political firm that obtained 
private data on millions of Face- 
book users helped Republicans in 
Colorado win a crucial majority 
in the state Senate, taking 
$444,000 in “dark money” pay- 
ments over two years. 

Cambridge Analytica used per- 
sonal data from the social-media 
platform and voter records to cre- 
ate “psychographic” profiles that 
allowed Republican operatives to 
target specific voters based on 
personality and political issues, 
according to interviews and tax 
filings obtained by The Denver 
Post. 

The effort in Colorado served 
as a precursor to the London- 
based firm’s work in 2016 to help 
elect President Donald Trump 
and is connected to data mining 
operations now under investiga- 
tion in two countries. 

Cambridge Analytica — backed 
by Robert Mercer, a wealthy Re- 
publican donor, and tied to 
Trump’s political adviser Steve 
Bannon — even touted its work 
with the Senate Majority Fund in 
2014 on the company’s website, 
suggesting the data played a key 
role in how Republicans won a 
one-vote majority in the chamber 
for the first time in a decade. 

“These victories ultimately 
gave the GOP control over the 
Colorado state Senate,” the com- 
pany’s website stated in 2015. 

Senate Republican leader Bill 
Cadman hired the company and 
its parent firm, SCL Group, to help 
it win five battleground districts, 
mostly in the Denver area, and the 
data helped inform at least six 
mailers to voters in 2014. 
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MARK KISZLA: 
BRONCOS FACING 
CAN’T-MISS DRAFT 


With other teams in love with the 
crop of quarterbacks, an impact 
player with Pro Bowl talent is all 
but guaranteed to fall in the lap 
of Denver at No. 5 in the first 
round. » 1B 


Teen shoots girl and is killed at 
Maryland high school. The 
teenager critically wounds a girl 
at Great Mills High School. The 
shooter is killed when a school 
resource officer confronts him 
moments later. A third student 
was in good condition after he 
was shot. »15A 


Latest blast unrelated, 
but “we’re all on edge” 


March 2 
RELATED: A man, 339, is killed 


by a package bomb in Austin. 


March 12 

RELATED: Packages explode 
at two homes in Austin, 
killing one and injuring two. 


Monday 

RELATED: Two men in their 
20s are wounded along a 
roadside in southwest 
Austin’s Travis Country when 
the fourth blast attributed to 
the serial bomber is 
triggered along a street bya 
nearly invisible tripwire. 


Tuesday 

RELATED: A device explodes 
ona conveyer belt at a 
FedEx ground distribution 
facility outside of San 
Antonio. No one is seriously 
injured. 

RELATED: The FBI says a 
suspicious package reported 


at a FedEx distribution center 
near the Austin airport 
“contained an explosive 
device.” 

UNRELATED: An explosion at 
a Goodwill store in Austin 
injures a man in his 30s. 
Authorities call it an 
“incendiary device.” 


Agents with the FBI and the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives, as well as local police, investigate an explosion 
Tuesday at a FedEx center in Schertz, Texas, about 60 miles southwest of Austin. A bomb blew up ona conveyer belt. Getty Images 


EXPLOSION NEAR SAN ANTONIO; BOMB FOUND BY AIRPORT 


By Paul J. Weber and Will Weissert 
The Associated Press 


AUSTIN, TEXAS» Emergency teams rushed 
Tuesday night to another reported explo- 
sion in Austin — this one at a Goodwill store 
— but police and federal authorities said the 
blast wasn’t related to recent bombings that 
have killed and injured people and caused 
panic across Texas’ capital for weeks. 

Police and emergency response teams 
said an “incendiary device” exploded, injur- 


ing a man in his 30s. Nearby stores, shop- 
ping centers and restaurants were evacuat- 
ed. But police and the U.S. Bureau of Alco- 
hol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives said 
a short time later that it was unrelated to the 
previous blasts. 

Gary Davis, president and CEO of Good- 
will Texas, stood outside a police barrier 
huddling with other Goodwill employees. 
He said the device was contained in a bag 
and detonated when a worker moved it. 

“We put all the donations we get in a big 


cardboard box. He pulled something out ina 
bag, completely normal, and the device 
went off,” Davis said. 

He added: “In this town, if an incendiary 
device goes off, everybody just scatters and 
panics. We're all on edge.” 

That incident came as investigators who 
have pursued a suspected serial bomber ter- 
rorizing Austin for weeks uncovered what 
seemed like valuable new leads. 

Even before the report of Tuesday night’s 
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CENTER FOR COLORADO WOMEN’S HISTORY 


Byers- “Evans House Museum continues to inspire 


Byers-Evans House Museum director Jillian Allison stands 
outside the building last week. Andy Cross, The Denver Post 


By John Wenzel The Denver Post 


Nobody called it #MeToo in 
Anne Evans’ day, but her fearless, 
pioneering spirit would have fit 
right in with that digital media- 
driven, social-justice movement. 

As the daughter of Colorado 
territorial governor John Evans, 
the intensely private yet gregari- 
ous Anne skipped marriage and 
devoted most of her life to elevat- 
ing fine arts and culture in Den- 
ver, founding or helping develop 
the Denver Art Museum, Denver 
Public Library, Central City Op- 
era and Civic Center before her 
death in 1941. 


And the Byers-Evans House 
Museum — Evans’ meticulously 
preserved brick home at West 13th 
Avenue and Bannock Street, and 
the seed for the surrounding cul- 
tural complex that includes most 
of her beloved institutions — con- 
tinues pumping out inspiration 
with the new Center for Colorado 
Women’s History. 

“The best time to plant a tree is 
30 years ago,” said Jillian Allison, 
the director of the Byers-Evans 
House Museum and who will also 
lead the women’s-history muse- 
um. “And if that didn’t happen, do 
it today.” 
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Drain Cleaning“ 


Only’79 


*Really. . ..We'll Clean Any Drain, Only $79. Residential Only. 
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PLUMBING ° HEATING e ELECTRICAL 


When you're concerned enough to use the best! 


303-313-3333 | AAAtoday.com 


